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PREFACE

We have put together this collection of essays and letters
for students from the UPPER SECONDARY classes.

The essays and letters have been classified into different
types to allow easy reference. We have stuck to simple language
at about the same level as the students for whom we have
written these essays.

To help students get the best out of the essays, we begin
with SUGGESTED APPROACHES on how each essay could
be tackled. In the margin of each essay, we also write short
COMMENTS on why the essay is well written.

Using this book as a guide, students would do well to
master the art of essay writing in the early stages of secondary
school. Once mastered, the skill of writing will serve them
throughout their school and university days, and beyond as
well.

To this end, we hope this book is helpful.

The Pubilisher
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Write about the rivalry between two elderly people. (N.B. You
must not repeat a story you have encountered elsewhere.)

21
One day you made a bad mistake which upset other people.
Write about how you tried to put things right. 23
Write a story entitled "The escape”. 25
“Money isn’t everything”, Discuss, .
A shameful act. 29
Jumping to the wrong conclusion. L i3
Write a story beginning, “When John met Alice, the two took
an instant dislike for each other...” 33
Write a story entitled ‘An end to loneliness’. 35
Write a story suggested by the following newspaper headline:
BOYS ENCOUNTER ALIENS! 37
Write an original story based on: ‘Ghosts’. 39
Write an original story based on: ‘An elderly woman’. 41
Write an original short story based on: ‘A dangerous invention’,

43
Write an original short story based on: ‘An unusual adventure’,

45
Write an original short story based on: ‘Strange friends’.

47
Write an original short story based on: ‘The rescue’. 49
Write an original short story based on: ‘A strange encounter’.

51
Write an original short story based on: ‘A fake’. 53

Write a

1 original short story based on: ‘An adult decision’. _
55
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Continue the following story: Suddenly everything went quiet...

57
Continue the following story: | had enough of this.. __ 59
Write a story about: ‘A princess’. 61
Write a story on: ‘The enemy’. 63
Write a story based on: ‘The hypocrite’. 65
Complete the story: | looked at her face; it had hard work written
all over... 67
Write a story with the title: ‘The broken promise’. 69

Write a story where the following sentence appears somewhere:
Somehow | knew that this was going to happen. 71

Write a story where the following sentence appears somewhere:
She regretted everything, and wondered, “Is it too late now?"
73

Write a story based on the following: “You have let me down
for the last time,” he roared. 75

Continue the following story: Plain though she is, | love her and
always will. 77

Write a story that ends with the following sentence: The quest
having ended we went our separate ways. 79

Continue the story that begins: “Weep no more my child, | am
here,” said a gentle voice, 81

Write a story that ends with the sentence: He had never felt so
ashamed in his life. 83

Write a story that ends: Finally, after all those years, peace was
restored. 85

Write a story based on the following: It was a hot night, but
| felt cold all over. 87

Write an original short story based on: ‘A different type of courage’.
89

Often what we say hurts people without our realising it. Write
original short story to illustrate this. 91
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Write about an occasion when a special family meal produced
unexpected results, 94

Write a story about what happened when, on the moming of
yvour journey to spend a year stucdying overseas, you were unable

to find your passport. 96
Write about a teacher who made an unfortunate mistake which
caused a student to suffer as a result. 98
Describe a close shave with death. 100
A living nightmare. 102
A lesson in life. 104
A mysterious incident. 106
A frightening experience, 108
Describe a trip you took when everything went wrong.

110
Describe an occasion when all your plans worked. 112
Talk about an unpleasant experience you had. 114
An amusing incident. 116
An encounter with a strange character, 118
Describe an event that you will always remember. 120
Narrate an incident in your life which made you feel good.

122
You were invited to a kindergarten children’s party. Describe what
happened there. 124

Looking over your whole life, what incident do you remember
distinctly and why? 126

What was the most embarrassing moment of your lifet _ 128
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Should we worry so much about endangered species? What is

your view? 131
“There is no point in preserving the past. We should be looking
to the future." What is your opinion? 133
Is living in a large family good? 135
Are robots friends or foes of man? 137
Discuss the importance of reading. 139
“Science has done more harm than good”. Do you agree?
141
Should nuclear energy be introduced in Singapore? 143

Would the world have been a safer and cleaner place without
science!? 145

The improvement in medical knowledge has done a lot of good
to society as well as a lot of harm. 147

What are the qualities that you look for in a friend? 149

Women in society, 151
Animals’ contribution to mankind. 153
It is foolish to look for excitement in dangerous activities. Do
you agree! 155
It is better to be safe and not take risks. How far is this true?

157
The old never understand the young. Comment. 159

The 20th century is an age of greed. How far is this true?
161

Women should be mothers and wives, nothing else. Is this an
acceptable belief? 163

Religious beliefs are a person’s own business. Do you agree?
165

All of us should be politically conscious. Should we? 167














































